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Spelling Policy  

Practices and Procedures  

Spelling lessons comprise of the four-part cycle: Revise/ Teach/ Practise/ Apply & Assess. This 

teaching sequence is then broken down further to: 

 

Progression in Spelling 

Foundation Stage 

The emphasis at this stage is multi-sensory linking the teaching and practising of letter shapes and 

patterns with the development of pupils’ ability to listen to, and discriminate between, the 

constituent sounds, which make up a word.  Pupils learn to make connections between sounds 

(phonemes) and letters (graphemes) used in spelling/ writing.  They learn ‘tricky’ words and practise 

them in their reading and writing.  This is delivered through Phonics (Letters and Sounds) which are 

taught for 20 minutes every day. 

Year 1 

The progression in the Letters and Sounds programme continues to be taught on a daily basis for 25 

minutes for pupils through Phonics.  For spelling purposes, the emphasis is on the pupils’ ability to 

segment words and phonemes for writing, matching the most likely grapheme/s (letter/s) to each 

phoneme by accessing the alphabetic code.  In addition, pupils learn to spell a number of ‘tricky’ 

words, high frequency words and common, exception words as listed in the National Curriculum to 



enable them to write fluently.  Pupils are taught how to use a range of word banks, sound mats and 

their knowledge of word families.  By the end of Year 1, the expectation is that most children will be 

secure at Phase 5 in BOTH reading and spelling.  Additional discreet spelling sessions will take place 

to further support the Year 1 programme of study, such as the learning of prefixes and suffixes.  

Year 2 

Year 2 build upon the Year 1 teaching methods, with a large percentage of the first half of the 

Autumn term revisiting Phase 5.  Year 2 pupils then begin to investigate and learn to use common 

spelling patterns, frequently used homophones, prefixes and suffixes in their own writing.  Discreet 

spelling lessons are taught for 25 minutes on a daily basis and follow the school’s spelling progression 

map. 

Key Stage 2 

An investigative approach is taken to the teaching of spelling in Key Stage 2, in line with the spelling 

objectives in the National Curriculum.  These are also supported by the school’s spelling progression 

map. Discreet spelling lessons continue to take place daily for 25 minutes with a weekly focus. 

The school’s spelling progression map (from Year 2 to Year 6) takes the form of half-termly plans 

that follow a model of five spelling sessions across the week:  

 

 


